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TOWER HAMLETS INTER FAITH FORUM




Tower Hamlets Interfaith Forum (THIFF)
Tuesday 1st February, 6.00pm
Account 3, Birbeck Street, London E2 6JY

Minutes

Welcome and introductions

The Chair, AG, welcomed the meeting and asked all present to introduce them.

Present
· Alan Green, Church of England Deanery, Tower Hamlets (Chair)

· Nazma Begum, LBTH, Hate Crime Team

· Humayun Raja, Tower Hamlets Victim Support

· Nathaniel Roos, Field Gate St Synagogue

· Jan McHarry, London Buddhist Centre

· Leon Silver, East London Central Synagogue

· Alick McKenzie, Enabled London
· Barry Clark, LBTH Equalities Team

· Shahanaz Begum, LBTH Equalities Team

· Sarah Haid, Lookahead

· Hamzah Foreman, Council of Mosques

· Rachel Pell, Richard House Children’s Hospice

· Sayed Khan, Tower Hamlets Interfaith Youth Committee

· Shahnaz Ahsan, Tower Hamlets Interfaith Youth Committee

Apologies

Apologies for absence were raised on behalf of:

· Jane Dunce

· Fiona Darling

· Michael Ainsworth

· Sister Mary Horan
· Sonya Sier
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as an accurate record.

Incidents of Faith Hate Crime

Information can be retrieved from Nigel Newman.

Item 1 – Tower Hamlets Interfaith Youth Committee – Sayed Khan and Shahnaz Ahsan – updated on progress of THIYC and there was a discussion on how they can link in better with THIFF and how THIFF can support them deliver their objectives and sustain the group.
	Discussion
	Action
	Lead

	THIYC projects and external support 
· interfaith festival – funding already identified. Currently in planning stage and would welcome any input – AG suggested linking in with Praxis and the St Barnabus autumn festival

· Photo exhibition (May) and exhibition tour (Feb/March);

· regular THIYC meetings – problem around local venues
	· AG to provide contact details for Praxis and St Barnabus

· Help identify venues for exhibition – locally and faith relevant
· THIYC to write up blurb of objectives and activities and send round to THIFF

· Nigel to look into police venues
· THIFF members to suggest venues for meetings

· Provide contact details of THIFF steering group to THIYC
	· Alan Green

· All
· Sayed Khan and Shahnaz Ahsan

· Nigel Newman

· All

· Shahanaz Begum

	Communications
	· Look into a section for THIYC on the THIFF website
	Alick 


Item 2 - Forward Plan – update on actions in forward plan – a copy of the plan can be obtained from Shahanaz Begum
	Discussion
	Action
	Lead

	Discussion around how to develop this and take it forward
	Agreed that this would be discussed in detail in the upcoming Away Day
	


Item 3 – Community Mediators – Nigel Newman 

	Discussion
	Action
	Lead

	Initial meeting on this took place in East London Mosque in Nov/Dec 2010 – a number of criticisms were made, upon which it was agreed that the existing organic approach worked well and that a formalised approach had too many drawbacks. The group asked whether there had been any further discussions on this.
	It was agreed that this would be taken back for discussion with those responsible for this work in order to get feedback on what has happened following the initial meeting last year.
	Nigel Newman


Item 4 – Information share
	Discussion
	Action
	Lead

	Lookahead housing association – setting up multi-faith area and sought advice from THIFF – Sarah Haid
	· Tower Hamlets faith calendar and THIFF website can be used for faith information
· Send information onto Sarah Haid on London Buddhist Centre

· Suggestion was made to get in contact with St Ethelburga’s

· Link into THIFF website


	· Jan McHarry

- Shahanaz Begum to send Alick’s contacts details

	Website – Alick 
	· To discuss this at the Away Day
· Accessible communications – speak with Tower Hamlets Communications Team to see how they are developing
	· All

· Shahanaz Begum to speak to LBTH Communications TEam



	International Baccalaureate – lack of religious education 

 
	– encouragement to get in touch with Minister
	All

	Reminder about census
	
	

	Richard House Children’s Hospice – based in Newham but services Tower Hamlets. They want to raise awareness of their services and develop a Diversity Action plan in order to ensure all children have access to their services.
	
	


AOB

	Topic (including time, venue, date if necessary)
	Raised by

	Green Spaces for Faith – legacy pack to be produced
	Jan McHarry


Date and Time of next meeting: 5th April 2011, 6:00pm, Account3 
