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Local news
Interfaith Directory on end-of-life care

THIFF has been commissioned by Tower Hamlets Primary Care Trust (PCT) in collaboration with Barts & the London Trust to produce an Interfaith Directory for end-of-life care in Tower Hamlets. This work will help guide healthcare professionals and the public about the faith services, religious observances and cultural norms across faiths that might need to be observed when caring for someone near the end of their lives or around the time of death. The information will include end-of-life rituals and general rituals for each belief as well as funerals and bereavement. 

THIFF welcomes the opportunity to add to existing knowledge and to contribute its own unique and collective understanding of faith communities’ practices within the Borough. It will also allow THIFF to fill the gaps in our current database and make appropriate links with other faith-based and secular organisations.      

THIFF Steering Group member, Jan McHarry will be working on this partnership project over the next few months and there is a small Steering Group. If you would like to be sent further information, to contribute information or to have a conversation with Jan, please contact her directly via email: jmcharry@poptel.org.uk; Tel: 0208 806 3299, mobile: 07947 661108 or via CEA, PO Box 893, London E5 9RU. We will be using this opportunity to check contact information currently held but promise you we will avoid questionnaires wherever possible.  

The Directory will be produced in a hard copy format, with a PDF version and there will be a launch event in the Autumn.

Advance notice of St Ethelburga’s Tibet Week 8 – 12 June 2009
 
We are delighted to be welcoming 8 monks from Tashi Lhungpo Monastery who will be creating a sand mandala in the nave of the Church during this week. We hope to organize a number of events – talks, discussions, reflections, school visits - around them during the course of the week, culminating in a concert of traditional chanting and ritual dancing to mark the destruction of the sand mandala on the Friday evening.
 
www.stethelburgas.org 
Healthy Borough Programme

Following a rigorous selection process, on the 10 November 2008 Tower Hamlets was announced as one of 9 ‘Healthy Towns’ across England tasked with testing and evaluating how social and environmental factors - including the food environment and the physical environment - influence an individual’s ability to eat healthily and be active. 

The Healthy Tower Hamlets Programme will make it easier for children, families and the wider community to be more physically active eat well and maintain a healthy weight throughout their lives. The programme takes a whole systems approach to tackling the environmental causes of obesity across three themes: healthy environments, healthy organisations and healthy communities.  Each theme has three cross cutting strands: active travel, active lives and healthy food.
A Programme Board has been established to oversee implementation of the project, and representation from faith communities is currently being sought. Meetings will be quarterly in the day time and will normally take place at least a month after the end of quarter to allow time to review progress in that quarter. The next meeting is on Monday 27 April 2.30 -4.30pm.

For further information contact Cathie Shaw, Interim Programme Director, either via email: cathie.shaw@thpct.nhs.uk, or telephone 07917 564696. 
Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement – Annual Conference 

The Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement (LGCM) will be holding their annual conference on Saturday 25th April. For more information and to book a place, please visit the website www.lgcm.org.uk or telephone 020 7739 1249.  
Also contact the LGCM for more information on their forthcoming Faith, Homophobia, Transphobia and Human Rights Conference taking place on Saturday 16th May 2009. 

Health and Belief 2009 

Health and Belief 2009 is a grant programme funded jointly by London Catalyst and the Church Urban Fund to support faith-based community projects in tackling poverty and health inequalities.  More information and details of how to apply are given below. 
	Target Groups:

	
	· social action groups, voluntary and community organisations

	
	· based in London

	
	· with annual income of less than £150,000



	Projects will demonstrate:

	
	· a link with a faith or belief group and/or a church or other place of worship

	
	· plans to consult/work with a relevant health agency 

	
	· they are tackling the effects of poverty and addressing health inequalities

	
	· either a new approach to a new situation or a thoughtful development in response to ongoing needs



	Grant details:

	
	· grants up to £10,000

	
	· for one year from 1st October 2009

	
	· applications to be received by the 30 June 2009

	
	

	For the application process organisations must provide:

	

	
	1. Details of the project in writing on no more than 2 sides of A4 paper

2. A referee (and contact details) of sufficient standing and expertise to support the application

3. A copy of your organisation’s current financial records/accounts

	

	
	· By post or email to ONE of the contacts below

	
	· You are welcome to contact us to discuss your proposal before you send it in or if you wish to find out more about the programme

	 

	
	To either:

Victor Willmott, Director, 

London Catalyst, 

45 Westminster Bridge Road, 

London SE1 8JF 

E: victor.willmott@peabody.org.uk  

T: 020 7021 4631


	Or:

Nick Waters, Project Support Officer 

Church Urban Fund

Church House , Great Smith Street , 

London SW1P 3AZ

E: nick.waters@cuf.org.uk
T: 020 7898 1645
F: 020 7898 1601


	The next stage:

	
	· A short list of applicants will be drawn up from which representatives  will be invited to present their proposal in September 

	
	· After which a final decision will be made

	
	· Successful applicants will be expected to be actively involved in the monitoring and evaluation of the grant programme




National news

Inter Faith Week 2009
Inter Faith Week 2009 will take place from 15th to 21st November across England. The Week is being facilitated by the Inter Faith Network for the UK, working with its member bodies, in partnership with the Department for Communities and Local Government, in consultation with the Department for Children, Schools and Families, the Local Government Association and the Equality and Human Rights Commission. CLG is also liaising, as appropriate, with other public agencies and helping facilitate publicity.

The Week will not be a ‘top down’ Week with a programme of centrally organised or officially ‘badged’ events. It will be a week in which faith groups and their places of worship, inter faith bodies, schools and institutions of further and higher education, local authorities and other public agencies as well as others are encouraged to hold their own events and to highlight the importance of inter faith understanding and cooperation and greater awareness about the faith communities and their engagement in building community. 

A website is being developed which will provide basic information about the Week and ideas for events and projects: www.interfaithweek.org.uk. Enquiries about the Week can be sent to enquiries@interfaithweek.org.uk. 
London Citizens March 4th Trafalgar Square

All faith communities are welcome to join in with London Citizens – ‘Strangers into Citizens’ national day of action and celebration on May 4th. We are expecting 30,000 people to gather in central London to recognize the contribution that migrant communities play to London and call for justice for long-term irregular migrants.

Check www.strangersintocitizens.org.uk for all the details.

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have any suggestions for future articles please contact Frances Jones, 020 7364 4521 or email frances.jones@towerhamlets.gov.uk
Inter Faith Calendar
May 2009

	[image: image1.jpg]



	2 Beltane Paganism
This festival – a celebration of fertility – marks the height of Spring. The pagan goddess appears as the May Queen and Flora. God manifests himself as the May King and Jack in the Green. The symbolic maypole represents their unity.



	


	2 Twelfth Day of Ridván Bahá’í
The close of the greatest festival of the Bahá’í year.



	


	9 Wesak/Vaisakha Pooja (Buddha Day) Buddhism
Perhaps the most important festival in the Buddhist year, which focuses mainly on celebrating the Buddha’s enlightenment. This day is known as Wesak in Sri Lankan Buddhism and Vaisakha Pooja in Theravada Buddhism.



	


	21 Ascension Day Christianity
Marks Jesus Christ’s ascension into heaven after he rose from the dead on Easter Sunday.



	


	23 Declaration of The Báb Bahá’í
Celebrates The Báb’s declaration of his mission as the messenger of God. The Báb, a title for Mirza Ali Muhammad, prepared the way for the coming of Bahá’u’lláh and was co-founder of the Bahá’í faith.



	


	28 Dragon Boat Festival Taoism
Held in honour of China’s great poet Ch’u Yuan. People race dragon boats and eat rice dumplings to commemorate him.



	


	29 Ascension of Bahá’u’lláh Bahá’í
Solemn commemoration of the ascension of the Bahá’í faith’s founder. Meetings are held in the small hours of the morning.



	


	31 Pentecost or Whitsun Christianity
Pentecost marks the appearance of the Holy Spirit. It is sometimes known as Whitsun, which means White Sunday and recalls how people prepared for baptism by dressing in white.


The 2009 Inter Faith Calendar is now available. If you would like a copy please contact Barry Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. A PDF version is available from the THIFF website www.faithintowerhamlets.com.
