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Local news
Church Urban Fund and London Catalyst - Funders
These two funders are collaborating again in a grant programme called Health and Belief. They are funding a pilot programme jointly to support faith-based community projects tackling poverty-related health inequalities in London. 

Applications for grants up to £10,000 are invited from social action groups or small voluntary organisations based in London, and with an annual income of less than £150,000. The deadline is 30 June 2009 for grant awards in October. For the details click here to download Health and Belief 2009 flyer <http://www.cuf.org.uk/resources/5/Health%20and%20Belief%202009.pdf> 

Tracey Chadwick, London Borough of Tower Hamlets, Mulberry Place (AH), PO Box 55739, Clove Crescent, London E14 1BY. Direct line: 020 7364 4805

New Voices Festivals - Praxis
We are inviting expressions of interest for stalls at the New Voices festival. New Voices is a free outdoor festival organised by Praxis Community Projects and the Museum of Childhood with the support of Tower Hamlets council. The festival will be held on the 4th of July at the Museum Garden Park in Bethnal Green. There will be live music, dance, drama, workshops and children’s activities. Last year over 2,000 people attended and more people are expected this year. 

There will be a limited number of stalls available for community organisations, campaigns and service providers to promote their activities to those attending the festival. The festival will be attended by long-time residents as well as by recent migrants and refugees, and therefore may be of interest to organisations working with these groups. There will be no charge for stalls for local services and organisations

If you are interested in having a stall at New Voices please contact Juan Camilo Cock at newvoices@praxis.org.uk, or alternatively on 020 7729 7985 or 079 0404 4629

Jewish Way of Life Exhibition

The Jewish Way of Life Exhibition (JWOLE) has been on the road for thirty years educating young people about Judaism and supporting effective and enriching religious education.  The Exhibition, developed by the Board of Deputies of British Jews, is designed to promote understanding and respect among children in the UK by explaining the beliefs, values and practices of the Jewish religion. In the past year, JWOLE has been to shown in a number of sites, including Manchester, Dublin and Guernsey and has been visited by thousands of people, in Guernsey alone it was viewed by over 1000 children over 3 a week period.

The exhibition will be in Tower Hamlets for three weeks, based at Bishop Challoner School. The exhibition will be launched on the 29th June 2009 at the school and will be available for school groups to view from Tuesday 30th June to Friday 10th July 2009. Schools can book to view the exhibition by contacting Hannah Ashleigh on the below contact details.  Further information about the exhibition can be found at  www.jwol.org.uk.
Barts and the London Trust Bereavement Conference 12 June 2009
THIFF Steering Group member, Jan McHarry attended this event on behalf of THIFF and is offering to share information and conference papers with anyone in the Forum. Please contact her directly on 0208 806 3299 or email: jmcharry@poptel.org.uk.

The event, primarily for healthcare professionals, was organised by The City and East London Bereavement Service.  They offer a range of services to people who love in Tower Hamlets or whose families are (or have been) patients of any of the hospitals within the Barts and London Trust Group. As well as bereavement support, the service also offers support to friends and relatives of the terminally ill. 

Referrals can be made by healthcare professionals, clergy and faith leaders and members of the care giving professions with the approval of the bereaved. People can also self-refer. For more information contact them at 61 Philpot Street, London E1 2JH. Tel: 0207 247 1209 (Mon-Friday 9am-5pm. Email: info@bereavement.org.uk Website: www.bereavement.org.uk.

Tower Hamlets Interfaith Directory on End of Life Care
THIFF has been commissioned by NHS Tower Hamlets (and its partners) to produce an Interfaith Directory for end-of-life care in the Borough. The work will help guide health/social care professionals and the public about the faith/religious/belief observances and cultural practices that might need to be observed when caring for someone with a life-limiting illness and end-of-life care. 

It will provide a signposting service to what exists within the Borough and other sources of appropriate information and help. Last year’s ‘national strategy on End-of-Life Care noted that “religious organisations such as churches, mosques, synagogues etc can play a significant role in promoting understanding and information” about death and dying.

We are starting to pull all the information together. Jan McHarry has been in contact with various places of worship and faith-based organisations to check information but this is a call to all who might have appropriate information or run community-based services to get in touch.  The type of help offered by faith groups/communities is very broad and includes much ‘hidden’ support such as befriending and visiting services for housebound people, social activities and informal support for carers with family/relatives with life-limiting illness.  
Copies of the publication will be freely available and there will be an Autumn launch. 

For more information please contact Jan McHarry, THIFF Steering Group member directly on 0208 806 3299 Email: jmcharry@poptel.org.uk or via PO Box 893, London E5 9RU.  

National news

Service of Remembrance – St Paul’s Cathedral Sunday 15 November, 6pm

Has someone you loved died? You are welcome to attend a service of remembrance on Sunday 15th November 2009, 6pm at St Paul’s Cathedral, Ludgate Hill, London.

Nearest tube: St Paul’s (Central Line) or Barbican (Circle, District, Metropolitan or Hammersmith and City Lines)

This service will include readings from other faiths. 

The event is organised by Barts and the London NHS Trust and Tower Hamlets NHS (Primary Care Trust).  It would be useful (but not essential) if you could contact Ben Rhodes, Lead Chaplain, Barts and the London NHS Trust on 020 7377 7385 or email ben.rhodes@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk if you plan to attend.

And please publicise this event around your networks, communities and congregations.

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have any suggestions for future articles please contact Frances Jones, 020 7364 4521 or email frances.jones@towerhamlets.gov.uk
Inter Faith Calendar
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	16 Martyrdom (Shaheedi Divas) of Guru Arjan Dev Sikhism
Commemorates the fifth Sikh Guru and first Sikh martyr. Guru Arjan is remembered with particular devotion among Sikhs, who honour him as the King of Martyrs (Shaheedan de Sirtaj).
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	21 Midsummer’s Day Paganism
A celebration of the sun’s power on the longest day of the year. At dawn, hundreds of worshippers gather at ancient religious sites such as Stonehenge and Avebury.

	


	28 St Peter’s and St Paul’s Day Christianity
Observed by Roman Catholics, Anglican and Lutheran Churches. One of the oldest Saints' days.

	


	29 Shavuot (The Feast of Weeks) Judaism
Celebrates the giving of the Torah (Five Books of Moses), the first harvest, and the ripening of the first fruits. It is customary to stay up throughout the first night of Shavuot to study the Torah.


The 2009 Inter Faith Calendar is now available. If you would like a copy please contact Barry Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. A PDF version is available from the THIFF website www.faithintowerhamlets.com.
