FAITHS IN ACTION PROJECT 2010/2011
1.0 Project Title

Green Spaces for Faith. 

1.1 Project Summary
A partnership project between BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers) and THIFF (Tower Hamlets Inter-Faith Forum) to organise with faith communities a series of supported visits to green spaces in Tower Hamlets, Southwark and Greenwich, and completing the project with a celebratory event at Mile End Park. Focus to be on women and young people to participate. 

1.2 Purpose

· To facilitate ‘side-by-side’ social action – to enable people of various faiths to meet and share informal conversations.

· To promote the social, health and economic benefits of green space to local faith communities.

· To encourage participants to talk about their experiences (after the visit) back in their own faith communities – to act as a ‘champion’, encouraging other members to visit and use local green spaces.

· To advocate the idea of ‘shared values’ and ‘shared activities’ – our connection with the land and with green spaces is part of our common humanity, and basic environmental values can bring people together across religious and cultural divides. Conservation projects appeal to people who are looking for friends and companionship, people hoping to gain language and practical skills, people looking for a sense of purpose and self-worth.

1.3 Suggested Activities

· A guided walk (2-hour taster sessions) around the green space to explore ‘shared values’, in the context of nature and care for the environment – storytelling may be productive and appropriate.

· Do some art-based work with young people – leaf shapes, animals (for city farm visits), etc.

· Taking photographs of the landscape and of each other, participating in dialogue and working together on conservation projects.

· A practical task (4-hour conservation sessions) eg. path construction, making bird boxes or planting.

· Assist with promoting the project at Spitalfields Green Fair on 12 September 2010.

· Help to plan for and assist on the day, to ensure a successful celebratory event.      

1.4 Faiths in Action Priorities

· Developing confidence and skills to ‘bridge’ and ‘link’.

· Supporting shared spaces for interaction and social action.

· Developing structures and processes which support dialogue and social action.

· Improving opportunities for learning which build understanding.

1.5 Visits to Green Spaces 

	Green Space
	No of visits
	No of Taster Sessions
	No of Conservation Sessions

	Mile End Park
	10
	2
	8

	Stave Hill Ecology Park
	4
	2
	2

	Lavender Pond Nature Reserve
	4
	2
	2

	Greenwich Ecology Park
	2
	0
	2

	Stepney City Farm
	4
	2
	2

	Total
	24
	8
	16


1.6 Key Outcomes

· People benefiting directly by going on supervised visits or participating in other activities, and becoming new conservation volunteers.

· People benefiting indirectly by word of mouth, post-visit communication via local networks and by attending the celebratory event at Mile End Park.

· Stronger friendships/relationships across and between faiths, and having contacts for leads into a faith community.

· More representation from women on the THIFF membership and at meetings.

· Closer ties with schools and organisations working with young people.

· Increased awareness about opportunities in Tower Hamlets for voluntary work, where people of faith and none are welcomed. 
· Faith groups organising visits and activities themselves which stem directly from good experiences and word of mouth on visits.

2.0 Working Together

BTCV is non-faith based but already work with diverse ethnic groups where faith will be an important part of their identity. This project will be a learning process for the organisation in engaging with different faith groups and will contribute towards targeting future programmes to these communities as sensitively and inclusively as possible. 
BTCV regard this project as an important pilot which could really assist in helping to build faith literacy within the organisation and build confidence in working with diverse communities that BTCV London have not worked with before. 

It was essential that BTCV formed a partnership with an inter-faith organisation like THIFF when considering and preparing the grant application for Faiths in Action. It is now crucial that THIFF (and LB of Tower Hamlets) and BTCV work together to deliver this exciting project.

2.1 Contribution by THIFF Steering Group to the Project

· Help arrange, publicise and encourage participation – to identify and setup meetings with faith leaders from the Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Sikh and Hindu communities in Tower Hamlets.
· Advise on how the project could increase understanding between the faith communities – help to develop the project leaflet and comment on promotional material.
· Assist with input of faith-based perspective in the Taster and Conservation Sessions, and the celebratory event.
· Promote the project and act as a sounding board to comment where appropriate.
· Facilitate introductions to Diversity and Equalities staff at Tower Hamlets Council.
2.2 Contribution by Tower Hamlets Council

· Assist with promoting the project.  
· Contribute directly towards publicity – assist with printing some marketing material.
· Advice on how to capture and monitor successful outcomes arising as a result of individuals having an increased sense of confidence about meeting other people from a different faith (applies to THIFF and faith leaders as well).
· Permission and support to use the Council’s Equalities Forms for faith monitoring.
· Any other assistance to ensure the project is a success – it is hoped that the outcomes would lead to closer partnerships and collaboration with THIFF and LB of Tower Hamlets.






