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Local News

School Art Exhibition –
St Matthias School is currently doing an art project over the next several weeks linking together Art and Religious Education. The focused religions will be Christianity, Islam and Judaism. This will culminate in an exhibition of the pupils’ work at St Matthew’s church starting on Wednesday 24th March ending on Sunday 28th March 2010. 
Future Leaders Community Stream - Host Organisation Recruitment Open –
The Community Stream of the Future Leaders Programme is designed to support organisations to extend impact in their local community, through offering young people a leadership opportunity to design and deliver a project that makes a positive change in their community. This programme is unique in that it brings together the experience of organisations working in local communities with the enthusiasm and expertise of young people who understand the needs in their local community.

We are currently recruiting Host Organisations for the Future Leaders programme; please find attached some more clear and comprehensive information; to help you facilitate youth led community action.

Organisations such as MCB (Muslim Council of Britain), Muslimaat, RoSPA, the National Trust and the LGIU (Local Government Information Unit) all got involved last year, and we would love to have you on board this year.

Getting involved is simple. If you have any questions please contact me on Anna@changemakers.org.uk or on 07875 522 913.  

The deadline for applications for the Future leaders Programme is Monday 5th April.

Have you had any recent events……..?

We are looking to add more photographs and success stories on the Interfaith Forum website, www.faithintowerhamlets.gov.uk. If you could send through any photographs or stories and upcoming events that we could use on our website please contact barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. 
National News

Micro Cosmos Intercultural –
The Intercultural Communication and Leadership School and Praxis Community Projects, With the financial support of the United Nations’ Alliance of Civilizations are organising a 5-day-long residential seminar focusing on intercultural cooperation & leadership, to help delegates develop leadership skills among local youth to improve cooperation at local level. The seminar will be held in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets between the 25th to 29th of April 2010, which is aimed at youth between 20 and 30 years old, living in Tower Hamlets and in the neighbouring regions of East London/
Please complete the application form and send it not later than the 24th March 2010 via email to Aime Sindayigaya on aime@intercivilization.net or by post to Aime Sindayigaya, Praxis Community Projects, Pott Street, London E2 0EF. 
For more information and how to apply go to http://www.intercivilization.net/towerhamlets.php 
The Forgiveness Project’s inaugural annual lecture –
Wednesday 12th May 2010 at 12.00 noon, St. John’s, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HA.
 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu will deliver The Forgiveness Project’s inaugural annual lecture and be joined for a panel discussion by Pat Magee, convicted of planting the 1984 Brighton Bomb, Jo Berry, daughter of Sir Anthony Berry MP who was killed in the bombing, and Mary Kayitesi Blewitt, who lost more than 50 members of her family in the Rwandan genocide. 
 

Chaired by BBC broadcaster Edward Stourton. 
Event sponsored by Anglo American
 

Debit/Credit Cards MasterCard, Visa and Maestro accepted.
Booking fees By telephone £2.00 per transaction, (£1.50 to Friends of St. John’s).
Online £1.50 per transaction. General Manager: Paul Davies
Tickets £35, £25, £10 By telephone 020 7222 1061 Online www.sjss.org.uk By fax 020 7233 1618 By Post St. John’s, Smith Square, London SW1P 3HA. 
 

The Forgiveness Project is a charity working at a local, national, and international level to help build a future free of conflict and violence, by healing the wounds of the past. It aims to create a dialogue and promote understanding of forgiveness and conflict resolution by collecting and sharing personal stories, and providing outreach programmes for schools, prisons, faith communities, and any group wishing to explore the nature of forgiveness, whether in the wider political context or within their own lives. The Forgiveness Project has no political or religious affiliations.
 

This inaugural lecture, given by the charity’s patron, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, is the first in The Forgiveness Project’s annual lecture series exploring the nature of forgiveness and conflict resolution. 
 

If you are unable to attend the event but would like to make a donation, you can do so at http://theforgivenessproject.com/donate/

The Forgiveness Project - Registered Charity No. - 1103922
 

www.theforgivenessproject.com
If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have any suggestions for future articles please contact Frances Jones, 020 7364 4521 or email frances.jones@towerhamlets.gov.uk
Inter Faith Calendar
April

	


	1 Maundy Thursday Christianity
Christians remember this as the day of the Last Supper, when Jesus celebrated the first Eucharist before he was betrayed by Judas. The world ‘maundy’ comes from the Latin verb to command (mandatum), and refers to Jesus’s command that we should love one another. In many countries, this day is known as Holy Thursday.

	


	2 Good Friday Christianity
Commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and is known as Good Friday because Christians believe that his self-sacrifice results in the offer of new life and hope on Easter Sunday.

	


	4 Ch’ing Ming Taoism
The day for mourning the dead, a day for Chinese families to visit their ancestors’ graves.

	


	4 Easter Sunday/Pascha Christianity
Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead. People mark this day by giving Easter eggs to symbolize new life. The Easter season is celebrated for fifty days, until Pentecost. The term Pascha is used among Eastern Orthodox Christians.

	


	6 Pesach (Passover) Judaism
Commemorates the liberation of the Children of Israel from Egypt, when they were led out of slavery by Moses. They left so quickly their bread did not have time to rise, so it is traditional to eat matzah (unleavened bread) for eight days.

	


	11 Yom Ha Shoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) Judaism
The anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, which serves as a day of remembrance for the six million Jews and many martyrs who perished in the Shoah (Holocaust) under the Nazis.

	


	13 Vaisakhi (Baisakhi) Sikhism
Celebrates the founding of the Khalsa, the Brotherhood of the Pure by Guru Gobind Singh. After it has been washed, the Nishan Sahib (flag) is raised outside the Gurdwara again. The Nanakshahi calendar places this festival a day later.

	


	21 First Day of Ridván Bahá’í
Start of a twelve-day festival celebrating Bahá’u’lláh’s declaration of his mission as the Manifestation of God, bringer of divine revelation for this age. His declaration took place in the
Ridván Garden before he left Baghdad. Bahá’ís elect their local and national governing councils during this period.

	


	23 St George’s Day Christianity
Commemorating the patron saint of England.

	


	29 First Day of Ridván Bahá’í
The day when Bahá’u’lláh’s family joined him at the Najibiyyih Garden, Baghdad (Garden of Ridvan).


The 2010 Inter Faith Calendar is now available. If you would like a copy please contact Barry Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. A PDF version is available from the THIFF website www.faithintowerhamlets.com.
