Tower Hamlets Interfaith Forum (THIFF)
Tuesday 15th June 2010, 6-8pm

St Ethelburgas, 78 Bishopsgate, London, EC2N 4AG
	Jan McHarry (JM) (Chair)
	London Buddhist Centre

	Sonya Sier (SS) 
	Chair of the Baha’i’s in Tower Hamlets 

	Alan Green (AG)
	St John on Bethnal Green
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	Aumie Shapiro (AS)
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	Congregation of Jacob Synagogue 

	Mike Shapiro (MS)
	Springboard Education Trust

	Michael Ainsworth (MA)
	St George in the East

	Nathaniel Roos (NR)
	Fieldgate Street Great Synagogue 

	Lucy Campion (LC)
	Interact UK

	Kerry Coke (KC)
	Salvation Army

	Helen Lewis (HL)
	Metropolitan Police

	Nigel Newman (NN)
	Metropolitan Police

	Ram Chandra Saha (RCS)
	Vivekananda Human Centre

	Clifford Davy (CD)
	BTCV

	Humayun Raja (HR)
	LBTH Victim Support Team

	Albert Bottell (AB)
	Tower Hamlets Street Pastors 

	Peter McGeary (PM)
	St Mary’s Cable Street

	Shaun Powell (SP)
	Quaker Social Action 

	Aslam Uddin (AU)
	Council of Mosques

	Barry Clark (BC) (Minute taker)
	LBTH Corporate Equalities Team


1. Welcome and Introductions

The Chair welcomed the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

2. Apologies

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Alick McKenzie, Tom Pyke, Christine Frost, Georgina Stride, Karen Bissett, Fiona Stewart-Darling, Alan Wynne, Sigrid Werner, Kate Blackshaw and Craig Robinson. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting

LS said he was at the previous meeting, but was not stated as present. DR stated that the front windows on the door of the Congregation of Jacob Synagogue were smashed; the door did not get broken down. 

Other then the two corrections above, the minutes was agreed by the Forum as an accurate record.

4. Incidents of faith hate crime
HL informed the meeting that she will be the Police representative at all future THIFF meetings.
All together there were 8 incidents reported in the period of 1st April – 14th June 2010, two Islamic, one Jewish and five Christian related incidents. 

LS said he reported two incidents during this period; however, they were not on HL’s report. HL said the Police are currently having problems with the reporting system, as it is not identifying all the reported incidents. However, the Police are trying to identify a new process which will capture the reports correctly.
AG apologised for being late to the meeting, he had to attend to an important incident involving the English Defence League (EDL) arriving in Whitechapel during the afternoon. There was a rally taking place in the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham this afternoon involving the EDL and the Muslim Against Crusades Group, where a group of 20 EDL members decided to stop off at Whitechapel, which led to trouble outside Whitechapel Station with some of the local shop keepers. Within 30 minutes of the EDL arriving, a group of around 200 local young boys formed to confront the EDL members. The Police ensured there was no violence in the Borough by ushering the EDL members out of the Borough via underground tube services.
AG also added the EDL have cancelled their march on Sunday. However, Tower Hamlets rally on Sunday 20th June 2010, will still be taking place in Stepney Green Park, then parading to Altab Ali Park. AG encouraged all Forum members to disseminate the information about Sunday’s rally to their communities and colleagues. He reassured the Forum that this will be a safe and peaceful protest.
AS spoke briefly about the ‘No Place for Hate’ DVD he has produced in partnership with Tower Hamlets and the Springboard Education Trust. He asked whether the Forum have seen the DVD other then the showing at the London Muslim Centre in March. Majority of the Forum have not seen the DVD. AS feels that the work the Police and Council has done is phenomenal and that Tower Hamlets has come along way in making the Borough a ‘No Place for Hate’.
DR suggested the DVD should be circulated with the minutes of the meeting.

ACTION: BC to circulate the DVD to Forum with minutes of the meeting.

RCS suggested it is played at the beginning of each THIFF meeting, when people are arriving. Maybe a shorter version could be posted on the THIFF Website.

ACTION: BC to liaise with Alick McKenzie, THIFF Website Developer, to see whether it can be uploaded onto the Website.
NN introduced himself to the Forum as the new Communications Officer for the Metropolitan Police; he informed the Forum he will be producing a dedicated interfaith page on the Tower Hamlets section of the Police Website. NN requested a copy of the DVD for the Website.
ACTION: BC to send a copy of the DVD to NN.
5. Steering Group report on the previous year

AG requested the Forum read the report after the meeting, rather then having a discussion about it at today’s meeting as the agenda is rather busy.
This report will also be published on the Forum’s Website.
ACTION: BC to upload the report onto the Forum’s Website.
6. Steering Group Elections

Firstly, JM thanked AG for his excellent work throughout the year and for leading the Forum. Secondly she thanked BC and FJ for their support and hard work in steering the Forum. She also introduced SB to the Forum, and said she is looking forward to working with her.
AG explained that the Steering Group is elected for a term of 12 months. Any member can nominate themselves as a member, however, the individual will need to be elected by the Forum, in addition, members can only vote if they have attended three or more Forum meetings within the 12 months. 
The following members were allowed to vote; AG, SS, LS, Tom O’Brien, Christine Frost, Peter Powers, JM, KC, JMe, MA, Stasys Kasparas and DR.

The Steering Group was elected, and will consist of AG, SS, JM, KC, AU and also LS and DR will job share.

7. Interfaith Action

LC was present to give a presentation of the work that Interact undertake with young people. LC is hoping that the Forum can adopt some of these pieces of work in Tower Hamlets.
LC said Interact’s vision is a cohesive society where all faiths are not only tolerated, but where individuals are respected and diversity is valued and celebrated. 
Interact engages with young people aged 14-25 across London to promote interaction between those of all faiths and none. Interact have been working since 2005 to unite young people over shared passions and goals to take part in common action for common good.

The projects include:

· Interact Magazine – produced by young people for young people. The Magazine is produced quarterly focusing on lifestyles and culture.

· Faith and Environment – the initiative provides participants with increased opportunities, such as, City and Guilds accredited qualifications and training with professional media mentors. Uniting young people from different backgrounds focusing on the shared goal of environmental action and sustainable communities. 

· University Programme – works with individuals, groups and societies in universities across the UK to encourage interfaith interaction on campus through social action events and volunteering programmes.

· Local Young Faith Leaders – provides training for local young people to organise interfaith events and activities and become positive social citizens and leaders for their community.

LC also informed the meeting, in the autumn of 2010, Interact will be running a project that encourages the young people to reflect on their faith and identities through the medium of photography. 

Interact also facilitate Interfaith Challenges, one off days of high-impact volunteering across London. Examples of previous Interfaith Challenge locations are, City Farms, Nature Park and Reserves and Highgate Cemetery.
For further information please contact lucy@interact.org.uk or visit www.interact.org.uk 

JM requested that BC put information about Interact into the next THIFF Newsletter and on the Website.

ACTION: BC put information about Interact into the next THIFF Newsletter and on the Website.

8. British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV)

CD was present to talk about the funding that BTCV and THIFF have received from the Faith in Action Grants.

The Faith in Action Project is a partnership project between THIFF and BTCV to organise with faith communities a series of supported visits to green spaces in Tower Hamlets, Southwark and Greenwich, and completing the project with a celebratory event. The focus of participants will be on women and young people. 
The purpose of the project is to facilitate side-by-side social action, to promote the social, health and economic benefits of green space to local faith communities, and to encourage participants to talk about their experiences, after visit, back in their own communities and encourage communities to use and visit local green spaces.
There will be 24 visits in total to six different sites; Mile End Park, Stave Hill Ecology Park, Lavender Pond Nature Park, Greenwich Ecology Park, Stepney City Farm and Mudchute Farm. The visits will consist of 8 taster and 16 conservation sessions.

The key outcomes of the project will be people benefiting directly by going on supervised visits and becoming new conservation volunteers and people will also benefit indirectly by word of mouth, communication after the event via local networks and by attending a celebratory event at Mile End Park.

CD asked for the Forum’s support, this can be done by arranging publicity and encouraging participation; assist by commenting on publicity leaflet text and design, and it would be very helpful if the steering group assisted with promoting the project and acted as a sounding board to comment where appropriate.
CD also asked for the Council’s support. CD would like support promoting the Project perhaps via the ‘One Tower Hamlets’ initiative, contributing to the publicity and ensure it is accessible to the community. Permission and support on using the Council Equalities Monitoring Guidance and Form.

JM requested the information about the Project to go on the THIFF Website and in the Newsletter.

ACTION: BC put the information on the Website and in the Newsletter.

CD said he would be keen to work with LC and have a joint piece of work. LC agreed that this is a good idea.

JMe asked whether there are any costs attached to the visits. JM said the costs were integrated within the application for funding, so therefore the visits are free.

FJ said the Council’s Parental Engagement Team; facilitate a group called ‘Out and About’ which gives parents and their children the opportunity to get out and about. FJ recommended CD to contact the Team.
CD thanked the Forum for inviting him to the Forum and listening to his presentation.

Please contact clifford.c.davy@googlemail.com or jmcharry@poptel.org.uk. JM is BTCVs link on the Steering Group.

9. Quaker Social Action – Down to Earth

SP was in attendance to talk about one of Quaker Social Action’s newest projects – Down to Earth which will provide practical immediate support to people on low incomes in arranging affordable funerals. The Project will also work with the community to think about and discuss death and remembrance at times of less immediate need. 
'The rate of funeral cost are increasing higher than the rate of inflation and there remains a pressure to give some a "good send off" which is often into both what a funeral looks like, as well as what it feels like.
This service is needed in the Borough, as bereavement, whether expected or sudden, can be devastating for low income households faced with the bureaucracy and expense of honouring the life of a loved one. The only pot available for people on low income is the Social Fund, which makes funeral payments. 
The Project will consist of services:

· A support service – practical work with people who need to plan a funeral. This service will provide a funeral planning resource pack with the information about different ways to remember someone, local funeral providers and accessing finance.

· Pre-funeral planning service – will work with people who do not need to plan a funeral now, but will open up discussions about death. A full programme will be designed consisting of workshops and events designed to make conversation about death a part of life.

· Strategic Work – will work with partners in the End of Life sector to influence Government and raise awareness of the death and debt agenda. Also, working in partnership with third sector organisations, PCTs, faith groups, local government and the private sector, Quaker Social Action will be able to create a community model of funeral care that will bridge the gap between End of Life Care and bereavement services.
For further information about the project please contact Shaun Powell on either downtoearth@qsa.org.uk or 0208 983 5055.
10. Fragile Peace - DVD

The Forum had a first showing of the DVD kindly produced Sonya Sier, which was funded by the Council’s Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) Fund.

In 2009, members of the Forum, Council and local organisations visited Bosnia; to understand the conflicts that have occurred since the genocide 15 years ago this visit was funded by PVE. SS produced this DVD to give the Forum and wider, an understanding of what life is like in Bosnia since the genocide. She added the trip was an amazing experience and has learned a lot since her visit. SS would like the DVD to be used in local galleries, as well as school as part of the education. She is also planning to have a launch during the week of the 15th anniversary of the Bosnia genocide; however, this is not confirmed, currently in discussions with the Council’s PVE Team. KC said this is the first time she has seen the DVD and thinks it paints a well rounded, detailed picture of the conflicts in Bosnia.
11. Information Share

AB informed the Forum the Tower Hamlets Street Pastors has now been up and running for the past 8 weeks, currently in the area of Poplar (Chrisp Street), soon we will be moving to a new location in Mile End. AB has been informed that the incidents rates in Poplar have decreased since the Street Pastors existence in the Borough and there has also been a positive attitude from the local residents. AB encouraged members of the Forum to get involved and become a Street Pastor.
SB informed the Forum that we are putting an application to English Heritage to fund a position in the Council which will support the listed and non-listed places of worship in the Borough.

12. AOB

JM thanked the Forum for attending tonight’s meeting.

