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Tower Hamlets Inter Faith Forum Newsletter
September 2010 
Local News

Transforming Adult Social Care
Adult social care at Tower Hamlets council provides support to people with a disability or health problem, and to other vulnerable people.  We are currently making changes to the way we do things so that people have more say in the service they receive.

At the Tower Hamlets Interfaith Forum meeting on the 3rd August, staff from the Adults Health and Wellbeing Directorate at the council came along to explain these changes, and to ask for the views of faith and community leaders on this. 

Traditionally, when people think of adult social care they think of things like home help, day centres, meals-on-wheels and residential care.  But we know that this isn’t always what everyone would choose to meet their needs.  So, we are changing adult social care so that people can choose to live their lives in the way they want.  In practice, there are four main changes that we are working towards:

1. Giving everyone in Tower Hamlets better information and advice about social care, not just the people who are getting support
2. Helping people to avoid needing support in the first place
3. Giving people support for a short time to help them regain their confidence and independence.
4. Giving personal budgets to people who are eligible and who need long-term social care.  Personal budgets are an amount of money from the council for people to spend on support, and our plan is for everyone eligible to be offered one from October 2010 onwards.  There are currently three ways in which a person can receive a Personal Budget: it can be a payment made to the person with support needs, a payment made to someone they nominate, or it can be managed by the council.  
We started to make these changes last year, but there is still a lot of work to do.  We know these changes will raise questions and be worrying for some people, so we’re keen to work together with everyone in Tower Hamlets to make decisions.  

At the THIFF meeting in August, people welcomed a focus on information, prevention and giving people more “person centred” support. The relationship between faith leaders and social care was discussed, and people felt there was room for improvement in terms of social care staff involving faith leaders both on an individual and strategic level.  We have taken this feedback on board in the following ways:

· At an individual level, the person will support needs will be able to choose how the assessment of their needs or support plan is completed.  They may choose to get support from a professional, or the person may wish to do this themselves or with support from someone they know, including family members or someone in the community. 

· At a strategic level, we are currently undertaking work to develop our Information and Advice and Prevention Strategies. We will be seeking to involve community and faith groups in this process, including doing this through THINk and the new Council for Voluntary Service.  We recognise the crucial role community and faith groups play in providing ‘informal’ advice, information and support to individuals, particularly at times of crisis in their lives, and one of the important strands of both strategies referred to above will be to look, with those groups, at how we can support them to continue to deliver, and to enhance, this crucial role.
For more information, please visit our website at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/personalisaton, or email us at personalisation@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Tower Hamlets Interfaith Youth Committee 

The Tower Hamlets Interfaith Youth Committee is a new project where a group of young people between the ages of 16 and 25 will be recruited to form a youth committee which will act as the youth arm of Tower Hamlets Inter-Faith Forum (THIFF).

[image: image19.jpg]T H I F

TOWER HAMLETS INTER FAITH FORUM




This group will work together as a youth committee, gaining access to the vibrant interfaith sector in Tower Hamlets while advising THIFF on interfaith activities that need to be run in the borough. While partaking in this project, the young people will be trained in the areas of management, media and teamwork, with the aim of teaching them useful life skills 

as well as enhancing their CVs.

The training will equip the young people with the necessary skills to become a successful youth committee, who will be able to lead projects and activities of interest to them, as well as building a rapport with authorities such as THIFF and the police. The media training will involve a photography project, where the young people will be asked to take photos of the five things that mean the most to them in order to stimulate discussion about faith and identity. After this the young people’s work will be showcased in an exhibition all over the Tower Hamlets area.

The purpose of this project is to empower young people and allow their voices to be heard in their boroughs, as well as giving them an opportunity to meet new people of different cultures and beliefs. Their involvement in the borough as a whole is set to improve their local communities by shaping policy towards faith communities.

This is a unique pilot project developed in partnership between Tower Hamlets Council, Interact and Media Trust. 
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To apply you must meet the following role requirements:

· Aged 16-25

· Living in Tower Hamlets and able to commit to the project, including on some weekend dates

· Available to attend first group meeting, for induction and training on 10th October 2010

· Demonstrate some previous experience of leadership/team work

· Be able to provide a character reference of your leadership capabilities

To apply

Please return by e-mail to lucy@interact-uk.org.uk with Tower Hamlets Interfaith Application in the subject heading.

Deadline for Application is Wednesday 29th September 2010
The first meeting will be on 10th October 2010.


Have you had any recent events……..?


We are looking to add more photographs and success stories on the Interfaith Forum website, www.faithintowerhamlets.gov.uk. If you could send through any photographs or stories and upcoming events that we could use on our website please contact barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. 
If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have any suggestions for future articles please contact Frances Jones, 020 7364 4521 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Inter Faith Calendar
October 2010 
	


	1 Simchat Torah (Rejoicing in the Law) Judaism
Celebrates the completion of the annual reading of the Torah (Five Books of Moses). A joyous festival when the Torah scrolls are taken from the Aron HaKodesh (Holy Ark) and danced around the synagogue seven times.

	



	8 Durga Pooja/Navaratri/Dassehra Hinduism
A celebration lasting five days. The Goddess Durga is the Hindus’ most important female deity. She is worshipped in a colourful and dramatic festival celebrating Rama winning the freedom of his beloved wife Sita from the demon king Ravana.

	


	20 Birthday of The Báb Bahá’í
Celebrates the birthday of The Báb, co-founder of the Bahá’í faith, who was born in 1819 in Shiraz, Persia.
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	31 Samhain Paganism
Literally meaning ‘summer’s end’, this festival is a celebration of endings and transformation. Popularly known as Halloween, it is also for many Pagans a celebration of New Year.


November

	


	2 Anniversary Haile Selassie’s coronation Rastafarianism
On this day, Rastafarians celebrate the crowning of Haile Selassie I, the Emperor of Ethiopia, who is believed to be the Messiah.

	


	5 Bandi Chhor Divas Sikhism
Sikhs celebrate the sixth Guru’s arrival at Amritsar on Diwali, following his release from Fort Gwallior. He also secured the release of 52 Hindu rajas from the same prison, after which he was called Bandi Chhor. This day also marks the martyrdom of Bhai Bani Singh.

	








	5 Diwali and New Year Hinduism Jainism Sikhism
Diwali symbolises the victory of light over darkness and knowledge over ignorance. Its main focus is Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth. Sikhs also celebrate this day (as Bhandi Chhor Divas because the sixth Guru reached Amritsar on Diwali after his release from prison. Among Jains, this day is celebrated as the anniversary of Lord Mahavira’s death.

	


	12 Birthday of Bahá’u’lláh Bahá’í
Celebrates the birth of Bahá’u’lláh, one of the twin founding figures of the Bahá’í faith, who was born in 1817 in Tehran, Persia.

	


	14 Hajj Islam
The fifth pillar of Islam is a once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to Makkah during 8-13 of Dhul-hijjah, the month of Hajj. It is the largest gathering of Muslims anywhere in the world.

	


	15 Shichi-Go-San Shinto
Girls of seven and three and boys of five dress up in new clothes and visit a Shinto shrine to pray for their future well-being.

	


	17 Eid-ul-Adha Islam
Marks the sacrifice made by Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him). People celebrate this festival with an Eid prayer on the morning of the first day, and share meat with their relatives and the poor.

	


	21 Birthday of Guru Nanak Sikhism
Celebrates the birth of Guru Nanak, founder of the Sikh religion.

	


	24 Martyrdom (Shaheedi Divas) of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sikhism
Commemorates the martyrdom of the ninth Guru in 1675. Sikhs revere Guru Tegh Bahadur as someone who gave up his life so that others could practice whichever faith they chose.

	


	28 Advent Christianity
Beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, this is the season of preparation for Jesus Christ’s birthday, which is celebrated on Christmas Day.

	


	30 St Andrew’s Day Christianity
Commemorates the patron saint of Scotland.


The 2010 Inter Faith Calendar is now available. If you would like a copy please contact Barry Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. A PDF version is available from the THIFF website www.faithintowerhamlets.com.
Supported by Media Trust








