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Community energ y grant sch eme launc hed
The Community Sustainable Energy Programme (CSEP) was launched on 7 April.

Funded through the Big Lottery Fund® Changing Spaces Programme, CSEP provides grants
towards the cost of micro-generation (e.g. solar, wind and heat pump) technologies. Energy
efficiency measures, such as loft and cavity wall insulation, can also be funded in
combination with these. Schools, village halls, visitor centres and other community-based
organisations in England can benefit from this programme.

For more information visit www.communitysustainable.org.uk or telephone 0845 3 671671

Local news

Canon Michael Ainsworth

Following news of the assault on Canon Michael Ainsworth in the grounds of St George in
the East, | would like to thank all those who have contacted me to express their support for
Michael. Although bruised and shaken by the attack, Michael is now fully recovered.

When the Police interviewed Michael the attack was recorded as a @ith hateCcrime because
of the verbal abuse used, and because the assault happened to a member of the Clergy in
the grounds of his church. Such reporting is necessary to give a clear picture both of faith-
motivated incidents and the vulnerability of faith communities and our buildings.

Contact: Revd Alan Green
Tel: 020 8980 1742 or email alan.green@virgin.net

Understanding Islam: The Basics

In a world experiencing growing tensions between Christians and Muslims and in a country
where a rapidly-growing percentage of the population is Muslim, it is vital that Christians
understand Islam and learn about the issues involved in Christian-Muslim relations. To
address this issue, the Geoff Ashcroft Community will be hosting a course entitled



Understanding Islam: the Basics on Sunday 20™ April from 1lam to 4pm at St. Mary®
Church Hall, on Johnson Street, just off of Cable Street.

This workshop, led by Dr. Chris Hewer, is an introduction to Islam in its own terms, looking at
a Muslim world view and exploring key concepts such as prophecy, revelation, beliefs and
practices.

The course is free and tea and coffee will be provided, although attendees are asked to bring
their own sandwiches. For more information please contact the Geoff Ashcroft Community on
020 7791 1401

Visit of Danish Christian Clergy to Tower Hamlets

A group of Danish Christian clergy are visiting Tower Hamlets on Tuesday 20th May. They
perceive that they need to learn more about inter faith relations and projects and would like
to see how things work here. It is planned that the group will look at Revd Alan Green®
church, St John's, and then the East London Mosque and London Muslim Centre. After that
Fr Green would like to organise a discussion between them and members of the Inter Faith
Forum, particularly if you have examples of other local inter faith initiatives. This will be
between 3 & 4.30pm at the London Muslim Centre on Whitechapel Road.

Please contact Revd Alan Green: 020 8980 1742 or email alan.green@virgin.net if you wish
to participate.

International World Elder Abuse Awareness Day

Following the discussion at the last Interfaith Forum meeting, planning has now begun for
this year's International World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. The team at the Council who
lead on the organisation of the day are keen to engage faith communities in the planning of
an interfaith event and service to mark the day. This will be held on Sunday 15™ June from
2pm at the Royal Foundation of St Katharine® and it is hoped that all faith communities in
Tower Hamlets will be represented at the service.

For further information about the day itself and events leading up to it, please contact
Margaret Minoletti, Adult Protection Officer on 020 7364 2329 or emaill
margaret.minoletti@towerhamlets.gov.uk




Inter Faith Calendar
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Ch'img Ming Taoism
Traditional by takes place arcund the fifth day of the
menth, People visit famiby tombs, seeeeping and
tichy ing. Offerings of food and wine are made to the
spirits of the dead.
Hanamatsuri Shinto
This fAoawear festival celebrates the kirthday of
Shakyarmuni, whose teachings form the basis of
Buddhizm.
Vaisakhi (Baisakhi} 5khism
Calzbrates the founding of the Khalza, the Brotherhood
of the Pure by Guru Gobind Singh. After it has besn
wazhed, the Nishan Sahils (flag) is raised cutside the
Gurdhwara again. The Manakshahi calendar places this
festival a day later.
14 Rama Mavami KHindwism

Hindus celebrate the kirth of Lord Rama as an avatar,
@' m=aning incarnation of God, at Ayoddbya in India
Worshippers fast and listen to Ramayana, the gory of
Rama and Sita.

18 Mahawvirm Layanti loinism
tarks the anniversary of the birth of Lo Mahaeeira, the
6' twenby-fourth and last Jain Tirthankara {saiour),
founder of the pathway to spiritual liberation.
20 Fesach (Passover) fudoism
e Commamaoratas the libsration of the Children of lsrasl
_..-‘ from Egvpt, w hen they were led out of slavery by
Maozes. Thay left so quickly their bread did nok have
e b riss, st is raditional b eat matzah
{unleavaned braad) for eight days.
Z1 First Dhvy of Ridhviam Baha's
G Start of a twebka-day festival celebrating Baha' o' lldh's
declaration of his mission as the Manifestation of God,
bringer of divine revelation for this age. His declaration
tozk lace in the Ricdkvan Garden before he left
Baghdad. Baha'is elect thair local and national
governing councils during this period.
23 it George’s Day Christianity
m Commamorating the patron saint of England.
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The 2008 Inter Faith Calendar is now available. If you would like a copy please contact Barry
Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. A PDF version is
available from the THIFF website www.faithintowerhamlets.com.

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have any suggestions for future

articles please contact Frances Jones, 020 7364 4521 or email




