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Tower Hamlets Inter Faith Forum Newsletter
December 2008
Local news
Faith in Daily Life – Photography Competition

Members are reminded that they still have a few weeks left to get entries in for the Faith in Daily Life photography competition, which was launched during Interfaith Week 2008 in November. It’s said that a picture tells a thousand words and so we’re running a photo competition along three themes: people, places and faith in action.

The closing date for the competition is Friday 9 January. Winning photos will appear on the Interfaith Forum website and in the Tower Hamlets Religion and Belief Equalities Scheme. The overall winner will also win a framed print of their image so why not use the festive period to get snapping?!

Apply at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk or www.faithintowerhamlets.gov.uk. Alternatively, photos can be posted to the Diversity and Equality Team at Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, E14 2BG.
Dora-Marie Goulet

Early in the new year the Interfaith Forum Steering Group will be saying goodbye to a valued member, Dora-Marie Goulet, as she moves to Canada to take up a new post. Dora-Marie has been a Steering Group member for a year as a representative of the Geoff Ashcroft Community. We would like to thank Dora-Marie for all her hard work on behalf of the Steering Group and wider Forum and wish her every success in her new venture. 

2009 Interfaith Calendar

The 2009 Interfaith Calendar is now available! If you would like a copy please contact Barry Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk.
Women’s Mentoring Scheme at The Arbour
The Arbour women’s initiative helps newly arrived black and minority ethnic women to learn English and develop the necessary knowledge and skills to tackle barriers to education and employment, increase their access to local services and improve their quality of life. The project helps young women to gain a greater understanding of life in multicultural Britain, as well as promoting active citizenship and community cohesion.

The project are looking for women to act as mentors to provide one-to-one support and friendship to women during their first year in the UK. To be a mentor you’ll need to be fluent in English, over 18 years old and able to spare one to two hours per week. In return you will have the chance to become involved in your local community and learn new skills. 

To volunteer or to find out more about the scheme, please contact The Arbour on 0207 790 6578 or email info@thearbour.org.uk  

Interfaith Walk
Forum members are informed that an interfaith walk will take place in March led by Bishop Stephen. This follows on from a successful walk which was organised earlier this year by Alice Sielle. The walk will begin at 1.00pm at St Barnabas and end at St Paul’s and take place on Sunday 8th March. 

For more information please contact Alice via email alicesielle@yahoo.co.uk 

National news

Equality and Human Rights Commission – Consultation on grant funding

The Equality and Human Rights Commission is committed to engaging stakeholders in the development of a longer term grant funding strategy and programme. This recognises the valuable work previously supported by the legacy commissions (Commission for Racial Equality, Disability Rights Commission and Equal Opportunities Commission). In order to achieve this, a consultation exercise will be undertaken during late 2008.  A call for applications for the 2009/10 funding programme is now expected to be made in May 2009.

Last year the Commission announced details of its interim grants funding programme where organisations who promote equality and diversity, good relations and human rights were invited to apply for financial awards.
For further information on how to get involved in the consultation please email the grants team: grantsconsultation@equalityhumanrights.com 

Inter Faith Calendar
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The 2009 Inter Faith Calendar is now available. If you would like a copy please contact Barry Clark on 020 7364 5347 or email barry.clark@towerhamlets.gov.uk. A PDF version is available from the THIFF website www.faithintowerhamlets.com.
If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have any suggestions for future articles please contact Frances Jones, 020 7364 4521 or email frances.jones@towerhamlets.gov.uk
